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================================================= 
1- Following the proposal of the last conference of the water directors of the Euro-Mediterranean and 
Southeastern European countries, Bled (Slovenia), in December 2007, a Euromed Ministerial 
Conference on water will be organised in Jordan the 29 October 2008 under the French Presidency of 
the European Union and the Euro Mediterranean Partnership. It will aim to prepare a long-term 
strategy on water in the region. In order to involve all stakeholders, a day dedicated to civil society 
will be held on the eve of the ministerial conference. Further information on EMWIS website. 

================================================= 
IN BRIEF (Full news) 
================================================= 

2- The 2nd MEDA Water Regional Event on Local Water Management placed under the High Patronage 
of His Majesty the King Mohammed VI, will be held in Marrakech (Morocco), from 28 to 30 April 2008. 
This Second Event will be composed by the: 2nd MEDA Water Partners Workshop (28 and 29 April 
2008) and 2nd MEDA Water Event (30 April 2008). It aimes to: optimize the impact of the MEDA 
Water Projects results, discuss the MEDA Water Projects results and the need and possibilities for 
the continuation of similar initiatives in the future, in coherence with EU Water Initiative (Horizon 
2020 and ENPI); and give the opportunity for the local and regional practitioners working in the field 
of local water management to participate actively. Further information on EMWIS website. 

3- The First African Water Week (AWW-1), convened under the theme of 'Accelerating Water 
Security for the Socio Economic Development of Africa', took place from 26-28 March 2008 in Tunis, 
Tunisia. The meeting's three objectives were to provide a forum for key actors in Africa's water 
sector to discuss the opportunities and challenges of achieving water security for Africa's 
socioeconomic development, take stock of the status of the achievement of the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) and related targets on water in Africa, and make recommendations for 
consideration by the 2008 African Union (AU) and G8 summits, and the 2009 Fifth World Water 
Forum (WWF-5). Over 540 participants, including 30 ministers, met in plenary and several parallel 
working groups to deliberate on a diversity of topics ranging from policy and practical constraints, to 
social, economic and cultural constraints, and institutional and financial matters. Participants agreed on 
two key outputs. The 'Summary of Proceedings and Outcomes', which highlights the issues and 
recommendations made in plenary and working groups, and the 'Ministerial Declaration on Accelerating 
Water Security for Africa's Socioeconomic Development' that reflects the specific commitments that 
ministers' would act on. In addition, WWF-5 launched its regional preparatory process. Further 
information on EMWIS website. 

4- EU leaders approved the French proposal on a Union for the Mediterranean aiming at strengthening 
cooperation with countries from Morocco to Turkey. EU decision was formally taken to transform the 
Barcelona Process into a Union for the Mediterranean. The French President Nicolas Sarkozy and 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel informed the other EU leaders of their proposal for a 'Union for the 
Mediterranean', designed to upgrade the existing Barcelona Process and to include all the EU Member 
States and the non-EU Mediterranean coastal states. Launched in 1995 as a framework for political, 
economic and social ties, the Barcelona Process has regularly been thwarted in its aims by local 
conflicts. Further information on EMWIS website. On the other hand, the 4th Plenary of the Euro-
Mediterranean Parliamentary Assembly (EMPA) has also welcomed the proposal for a Union for the 
Mediterranean in its meeting on 27-28 March in Athens (Greece). Further information on EMWIS 
website.  

5- The European Commission proposes to improve, modernise and streamline the present environmental 
information systems by establishing a European Shared Environment Information System -SEIS-. The 
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objective of this system is to tie better together all existing data gathering and information flows 
using modern tools such as the internet and satellite technology. The objective is also to move away 
from paper based reporting and reports to a system where data is made available to the users at 
source in an open and transparent way. A detailed implementation plan for SEIS will be built since this 
year on efforts already being undertaken in Europe to create integrated information systems. These 
include the Water Information System for Europe (WISE) and the European environment information 
and observation network (EIONET), the 2007 INSPIRE Directive on access and interoperability of 
spatial data, and the Global Monitoring for Environment and Security (GMES) initiative on Earth 
monitoring data from satellites. EU financial support to complement the national and regional budgets 
to implement SEIS will come from the Research Framework Programmes, LIFE, the Competitiveness 
and Innovation Programme (CIP) and the Structural Funds. Further information on EMWIS website. 

6- Decisions that will further enhance cooperation between the EU and the Mediterranean Partner 
Countries were taken at the second Euro-Mediterranean Ministerial Conference on the Information 
Society, entitled "Building an Enabling Environment for the EUROMED Information Society", held in 
Cairo (Egypt) in 27 February 2008. During the meeting, the ministers decided that a Work Programme 
with specific initiatives and projects will be prepared and a mapping exercise carried out. According to 
a Declaration agreed, the ministers encouraged the process of approximation of the regulatory 
frameworks of the Mediterranean Partners and the EU and highlighted the accomplishments of 
bilateral and regional projects aiming at regulatory reform of the electronic communications sector 
and at improved networking between the information technology and research communities. Further 
information on EMWIS website. 

7- The world faces a future of "water wars", unless action is taken to prevent international water 
shortages and sanitation issues escalating into conflicts, according to Gareth Thomas, the UK 
International Development minister. The minister's warning came as a coalition of 27 international 
charities marked World Water Day, by writing to the UK government demanding a global effort to give 
fresh water to 1.1 billion people with poor supplies and to supply sanitation to a further 2.6 billion 
people. It said international action was needed to prevent competition for water destabilising 
communities and escalating into conflicts. Further information on EMWIS website. 

8- The prominent event of the World Water Day in Istanbul was the launch of the Istanbul Urban 
Water Consensus by the Mayor of Istanbul in presence of 38 delegations of cities from all over the 
world. The Mayor launched an appeal to the leaders of cities around the world for better management 
of their water resources and for facilitating access to water and sanitation for all citizens. "As 
mayors," he stated, "we love our citizens and are ready to do our best to provide them with these 
basic services as a contribution to the Milleniumm Development Goals." The Istanbul Water Consensus 
contains a series of commitments to improve urban water management. The document has been 
released in draft version for comments. After being finalised in October 2008, it should be ready for 
signature by cities all around the world. Further information on EMWIS website. 

9- The Palestinian Water Authority (PWA) which is EMWIS National Focal point in Palestine 
celebrated in cooperation with UNICEF and UNDP the World Water Day by organizing an official 
ceremony in the 26th of March 2008, inviting all donor agencies and states representatives in 
Palestine to give a brief official statements focusing on their contribution and commitments to achieve 
agenda 21 goals, with a special focus on sanitation.  PWA called the international donors, water 
programs and NGOs to focus on the impact of their efforts and contribution to alleviate the burden 
over national authorities to achieve MDGs goals. Further information on EMWIS website. 

10- Tunisia has, today, nothing to envy from the developed countries and is at the forefront in terms 
of sanitation and water resources management, in comparison with other developing countries or 
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emerging said in Tunis, Mr. Nadhir Hamada, Minister of the Environment and Sustainable Development, 
at a press briefing held on the occasion of the celebration of the World Water Day. The minister 
showed journalists the major results achieved by Tunisia, including the rate of access to safe drinking 
water (99.1% in urban areas and 42.4% in rural areas) and Connection to sanitation services (87.5%)  in 
2007. He said that Tunisia is even approached by several African countries (Mauritania, Algeria, Mali 
and others) for its expertise, particularly in the area of sanitation and waste management. Further 
information on EMWIS website. 

11- Along with France and Italy, Germany is one of Tunisia's major bilateral development partners. 
German-Tunisian development cooperation focuses on environmental protection (wastewater 
treatment, refuse disposal and recycling, renewable energy and water management) as well as on 
modernizing the Tunisian economy. Additional nilateral relations could focus in the field of environment 
and the means to promote them in the sectors related to renewable energy and operation of 
wastewater especially. Further information on EMWIS website. 

12- The Moroccan Ministry of Agriculture and Maritime Fisheries organized on January 15 a meeting in 
Agadir on the preservation of water resources in Souss-Massa Basin. As rainfalls of the past few 
years have been lower to the normal average,  a call for research processes to supply water for 
aquifers has been launched and subsidies are provided for water saving irrigation projects. Further 
information on EMWIS website. 

13- Agricultural researchers in Algeria, Egypt and Tunisia have teamed up to create drought-resistant 
and salt-tolerant varieties of barley better suited to the North African region. The project, funded 
by the Canadian International Development Research Centre and overseen by the New Partnership for 
Africa's Development North Africa Biosciences Network, will see thirty scientists from five 
organisations spending the next two years developing the barley varieties. Barley is traditionally used 
as animal feed in much of North Africa, but lack of alternative food sources is leading to human 
consumption. Further information on EMWIS website. 

14- EU Commissioner for External Relations and the ENP, and Egyptian Minister of International 
Cooperation, signed the Memorandum of Understanding regarding the National Indicative Programme 
2007-2010, last 7th March. The focus of the ?558 million assistance package is to support the reform 
process and the implementation of the EU-Egypt ENP Action Plan, adopted by the EU-Egypt 
Association Council last year. As far as water sector is concerned, the Improved Water and Waste 
Water Services Programme (IWSP) with an EC contribution of ?29 million is an investment programme 
that will improve the quantity, quality and efficiency of the water supply and particularly wastewater 
services for four million people in four governorates. Further information on EMWIS website. 

15- Specialists say Egypt is already facing massive water management challenges due to demographic 
pressures and rising demand for water and electricity, but it is not clear how climate change will 
affect future Nile flows, and the key vulnerabilities have yet to be assessed. The country is, 
extremely vulnerable to any adverse climate change impacts on water availability in the coastal zones 
and the Nile. The UN Development Programme (UNDP), together with the National Water Research 
Centre and Egypt's Ministry of Water and Irrigation, have developed a Decision Support software for 
Water Resources, which can produce various climate change scenarios for the Nile basin and therefore 
improve water resource planning and management. Options proposed include the improvement of rain-
harvesting techniques, increasing the extraction of ground water, recycling water, water desalination, 
and improving accessibility of water reserves. Further information on EMWIS website. 

16- The Jordanian government has put in place an emergency strategy to deal with a severe water 
shortage to meet rising demand among its 5.7 million population and hundreds of thousands of 
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refugees. A plan will be implemented to reduce the amount of water delivered to households: Water 
would be rationed with each house getting it once or twice a week, for three to five hours at a time. 
The amount of water delivered to farmers for irrigation would be reduced by at least 50 percent and 
only crops that do not require much water will be allowed according to the Ministry of Water.  Jordan 
recently announced several large projects to tackle the chronic water shortage; including the US$2-4 
billion Red-Dead Canal project, which seeks to provide 850 mcm of potable water. per year. The 
government also signed an agreement with Turkish company Gama last summer to pump water from the 
southern aquifer of Disi at a cost of $600 million. The project, which is expected to be ready by 2020, 
will provide Amman and the southern governorates with some 170 mcm of water per year. Further 
information on EMWIS website. 

17- The Jordanian Minister of Water and Irrigation said that the rise of electricity prices is one of 
the factors that will affect water tariffs. The decision to raise water prices is difficult. The 
Government cannot afford to continue to subsidize the water sector. Salary increases for 
approximately 3000 employees at the Ministry is another major factor contributing to a likely increase 
in water prices. The Minister assured people that the majority of water users (74%) will not be 
significantly affected. The costs of water supply and sanitation is exceeding 1.10 JD, while the 
Ministry receives back around 0.5 JD. The last modification to water prices occurred in mid-2005 and 
was implemented in the first quarter of the 2006. Further information on EMWIS website. 

18- Officials in Aqaba (Jordan) special economic zone are expected to launch an international tender 
for the construction of a water desalination plan. The project, the first of its kind in Jordan, will be 
designed to supply the port city with enough potable water to be used for tourism projects as well as 
industry use. The need for this project increased after the city was turned to a special economic zone, 
leading to high demand on water. The city is currently relying on a pipeline coming from Disi aquifer, 65 
km north to meet its needs. Further information on EMWIS website. 

19- A crumbling sewage system in the city of Zarqa, 30km east of Amman, could trigger the spread of 
diseases on a large scale, according to community leaders and residents. Officials at the Ministry of 
Water said a plan had been drawn up to replace the entire network by 2012 at a cost of US$275 
million. The government has started implementing a project to renew the sewage network in the city. 
Currently a US$5 million renovation project is near completion. The government also has a "hydraulic 
analysis" project designed to uncover leaks. Water experts say chronic water shortages and current 
policy to ration water are putting pressure on the sanitation system in general. Further information on 
EMWIS website. 

20- The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) has completed rebuilding the primary water 
supply network in currently accessible areas of the ruined Nahr al-Bared Palestinian refugee camp, 
north Lebanon. The US$300,000 four-month ICRC project laid down 2,700 new sections of pipes and 
provided two generators to power water pumps for four wells and three reservoirs, one of which was 
repaired, that will serve the camp's total population of up to 40,000 people. Launching a reconstruction 
plan last month, UNRWA (the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the 
Near East) and the Lebanese government said that rebuilding the old camp should be completed by 
August 2010 and put the cost at US$173 million. Further information on EMWIS website. 

21- Israel expects a severe water shortage and is considering serious steps restrictions on household 
consumption. The rains this winter were only 50 to 60% of normal annual average quantities and water 
supplies have reached their lowest level in ten years, according to official figures. A series of four 
particularly dry winters has meant that Tiberias Lake (north), the main reservoir of fresh water for 
Israel, reached its lowest level in 46 years. The reserves of the aquifer, including those that Israel 
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shares with the Palestinians in the West Bank, are also very low, which has a negative impact on their 
quality.  Further information on EMWIS website. 

22- The population of Cyprus, an island which is experiencing a severe drought, risks to suffer water 
disruptions during the coming weeks while reserves are at their lowest and that the government has 
recently decided to reduce by one third the local supply services. The winter rainfall, already in deficit 
last year, have not reached half of their normal level, while significant rains are almost non-existent 
from May to October. Further information on EMWIS website. 

23- The second Spanish city, Barcelona, will deliver water by vessels from Marseilles (southern 
France), and Tarragona (north-eastern Spain), because of the drought, said recently the Catalan 
newspaper La Vanguardia. A spokesman for the regional government of Catalonia, the authority 
administering this case, has "neither confirmed nor denied" the information. The Catalan regional 
government had indicated in January that it was considering seriously to import water with tankers 
from France in case of drought persistence. Further information on EMWIS website. 

24- The Water Supply & Sanitation Collaborative Council (WSSCC) is launching the Global Sanitation 
Fund. The Global Sanitation Fund is a newly created programme part of WSSCC. Its main goal is to 
boost sanitation expenditures for people-centred, community-managed and demand-driven work 
programmes, thus contributing to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goal sanitation 
target by 2015. The Global Sanitation Fund is the first global mechanism for financing sanitation and 
its launch is one of the major initiatives of the International Year of Sanitation 2008. Further 
information on EMWIS website. 

25- EOLAB (The Earth Observation Laboratory) is a spin-off from the University of Valencia (Spain) 
with a wide experience in remote sensing techniques. EOLAB fills the existing gap between science and 
society, favouring de development of applications derived from remote sensing, as well as the access to 
that kind of information. EOLAB provides global and local services. They can provide environmental 
cartography in real-time. The information that can be extracted from the region of interest is 
composed, among others, by fractional vegetation cover, evapotranspiration and water deficit of 
irrigation crops. The information currently available is obtained from Landsat TM5 data, at a spatial 
resolution of 30 meters, but other spatial resolutions (MODIS) will be available soon. Further 
information on EMWIS website. 

26- Clean water with free energy is the goal of German scientists who are using the sun's rays to 
power small water treatment plants for developing countries. The system is designed for arid areas 
where a lack of electricity makes it impossible to use large industrial plants for the desalination of 
seawater, like those in the Middle East. Further information on EMWIS website. 

================================================= 
NOMINATIONS & VACANCIES 
================================================= 

27- "Virtual Water" Innovator Awarded 2008 Stockholm Water Prize: Professor John Anthony Allan 
from King's College London and the School of Oriental and African Studies pioneered the development 
of key concepts in the understanding and communication of water issues and how they are linked to 
agriculture, climate change, economics and politics. The USD 150,000 Stockholm Water Prize will be 
presented August 21 in the Stockholm City Hall. Further information on EMWIS website

28- There will be 4 vacant positions after the next GWP Steering Committe meeting (spring of 2008). 
Nominated candidates should be committed to the promotion of sustainable IWRM, should be able to 
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contribute towards the development of GWP, operate at high level and have contacts at most senior 
national, regional or international levels.  Nominations are requested before 16 April 2008. Further 
information on EMWIS website

29- "Trophee des Femmes" Prize for Living Lakes: Marion Hammerl, President of the Global Nature 
Fund, is winner of the prestigious international "Trophée de Femmes Prize" of the Yves Rocher 
Foundation in Paris: she was awarded the international environmental prize for her commitment to the 
protection of lakes and wetlands worldwide. Further information on EMWIS website

30- Lecturer in Management and Organization of Sanitation, UNESCO-IHE Institute for Water 
Education, based in Delft, The Netherlands. Candidates must have an academic backgrounds and a 
proven interest in and experience with the management and organisation of piped and non-piped 
wastewater and sanitation systems by State and Non-State providers. Application deadline: 09 May 
2008. Further information on EMWIS website
  
31- Jaspers Water Engineer, Bulgaria, JASPERS (EC/EBRD/EIB): This post will be located in 
Bucharest, Regional External Office for JASPERS, responsible for JASPERS in Romania and Bulgaria. 
JASPERS (Joint Assistance to Support Projects in European Regions) is a tri-lateral partnership 
between the European Commission (DG Regional Policy), the European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development and the European Investment Bank. A minimum of seven years experience will be required 
and preference will be given to those with experience in developing large projects in the water sector, 
experience in the beneficiary countries and experience with EU policies and procedures concerning 
large projects. Application deadline: 13 April 2008. Further information on EMWIS website
32- The UN Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia is looking for an Economic Affairs 
Officer (Water), P-4, to work in UN-ESCWA, Beirut (Lebanon). His/her responsibilities will be related 
to water resources and environmental management. Application deadline: 20 April 2008. Further 
information on EMWIS website
33- The MESO database of experts is now available online and you may register if you wish to appear 
on this platform. The MESO program aims at promoting and transmitting the economic-environmental 
analysis in Maghreb and Mashreq countries. In order to fulfill this aim, Ecosys and sba are now 
currently developing university postgraduate training in environmental economics in Maghreb and 
Mashreq countries. The meso-expert database completes the setting by listing the persons that are 
able to realize, help to realize, interpret and update meso-economic analyses. Further information on 
EMWIS website

34- The Swiss Mountain Water Award is an innovation competition for water-related projects, which 
has been held four times so far. It rewards water-related projects which provide a sustainable 
contribution to added value in the Swiss mountains. The deadline for submitting innovative projects is 
15 April 2008. The total value of the prizes is 60,000 Swiss francs. Further information on EMWIS 
website. 

35- SwissRe invites applications for the International ReSource Award for Sustainable Watershed 
Management 2009: The Award worth USD 150 000 is an internationally recognized prize for 
leadership in implementing the principles of sustainability in watershed management, and is granted to 
one or several projects selected by an international jury. The prize money is open to NGOs, private, 
scientific and public institutions. As the world's leading and most diversified global reinsurer, Swiss Re 
offers financial services products that enable risk taking essential to enterprise and progress. 
Deadline: 31 May 2009. Further information on EMWIS website
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36- DHI's Women's Water Fund - Call for Applications: The DHI Women's Water Fund has been 
created as an initiative benefiting from the "King Hassan II Great World Water Prize" presented to 
Prof. Torkil Jønch Clausen of DHI at the Fourth World Water Forum in Mexico in 2006. The Fund's 
career programme will draw upon transfer of Danish expertise in water resources by offering capacity 
building visits to Denmark. A call for applications has been launched for the four weeks course to be 
held in June on the theme of 'Integrated Environment and Water Management' (IEWM). Deadline is 
15 April 2008. Further information on EMWIS website 
================================================= 
PUBLICATIONS 
================================================= 

37- EMPOWERS Publications on Local Water Governance: On the Occasion of the World Water Day, 
EMPOWERS Partnership has launched a set of five publications related to local water governance and 
its different aspects. The publications include guidelines, methods and tools for use in an innovative 
approach to planning and dialogue within and between local and intermediate level. Another is story 
book documenting the successes and challenges faced by the community people and the water service 
providers as they plan together for the better management and development of their villages' water 
resources, and a set of Principles and recommendations for policy and practice for improved local 
water governance. EMPOWERS (Euro-Med Participatory Water Resources Scenarios) is one of MEDA 
Water projects. Further information on EMWIS website 
  
38- The last issue of Zer0-M Journal "Sustainable Water Management" is now available. This journal 
is an initiative of the MEDA-Water project "Sustainable Concepts towards a Zero Outflow 
Municipality (Zer0-M). The journal is mainly about the most interesting presentations of the last 
Zer0-M conference, but it also includes a vision statement by the Sustainable Sanitation Alliance. 
Further information on EMWIS website. 
  
39- New WaDImena research series: The Regional Water Demand Initiative (WaDImena) have just 
published a number of research series on Water Demand Management in the Middle East. Further 
information on EMWIS website. 
  
40- The Mediterranean region is a showcase of biodiversity, says MEDSTAT II publication: Key data 
on the wealth and vulnerability of the Mediterranean's biodiversity and on the growth of protected 
areas designed to reduce the loss of habitat, a key cause of loss of biodiversity. This publication is 
part of the Eurostat collection "Statistics in focus", that are short topical publications presenting key 
data and limited analysis on a specific theme. It is available in English, French and Arabic. Further 
information on EMWIS website. 
41- INSPIRE Draft Implementing Rule for Monitoring and Reporting published: The INSPIRE Draft 
Implementing Rules for Monitoring and Reporting is now available for public view. The INSPIRE 
Conference will take place in Maribor (Slovenia), 23-25 June 2008, and its focus will be on reviewing 
the progress of the INSPIRE Legislation and on the development of SDIs in general. Further 
information on EMWIS website. 
  
42- The official UN-Water World Water Day website - focusing this year on sanitation - is available 
online: http://www.unwater.org/worldwaterday ; Further information on EMWIS website
  
43- The National Agricultural Policy Centre in Syria, with the support of the FAO Project 
GCP/SYR/006/ITA, has announced the publication of the Syrian Agricultural Database 2007 in CD-
ROM and Online formats, and in both Arabic and English. SADB 2007 provides detailed and up-to-date 
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data on an extensive range of statistical data related to agriculture. Further information on EMWIS 
website. 
  
44- INEF Policy Brief 3. Scarce Water, Plenty of Conflicts? Local Water Conflicts and the Role of 
Development Cooperation: This Policy Brief analyses the causes of intrastate water conflicts and 
introduces the main challenges for international development cooperation. By typologising water 
conflicts and showing corresponding policy options the paper provides an overview of possible 
strategies to cope with water conflicts. Finally, the Policy Brief offers recommendations on how to 
better identify, resolve and prevent conflicts in the water sector. Further information on EMWIS 
website. 
  
45- "Water-Related Violence in the Near East": Pierre Blanc offers a survey here of what he terms 
"water-related violence" - indicating, not the imminent threat of "water wars", but a form of the 
violation of elementary human needs - in the Near East region (mainly: Lebanon, Israel, Egypt and 
Syria). Further information on EMWIS website. 
  
46- "Water Scarcity in the Arab Region-Major Problems and Attempts to alleviate their Impacts": 
This book of Prof Dr. Mamdouh Shahin, mainly deals with climate and hydrology (surface and sub-
surface) of the Arab Region.  A CD ROM is included, containing data sets in 3 appendices with 
meteorological, hydrological and water quality data. Further information on EMWIS website. 
  
47- "Your Guide to Climate Change Adaptation: Reporting from a Climate Proof Seminar" organised on 
February 5t by the Swedish Water House, the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) and the 
Stockholm International Water Institute (SIWI). The seminar used the recommendations from the 
2007/2008 Human Development Report as an entry point to discuss water-related issues that remain 
central to both climate change adaptation and development. Further information on EMWIS website. 
  
48- Proceedings of the "International Conference on the Environmental Problems of the 
Mediterranean Region" - 12-15 April, 2002, Near East University, Nicosia. Further information on 
EMWIS website. 
  
49- Water, Sanitation and Health Newsletter N° 88.2, 18 March 2008 Special issue on World Water 
Day 2008: an opportunity to draw attention to the International Year of Sanitation 2008. Further 
information on EMWIS website
  
50- DELTA Review 47, March 2008: This DELTA Review is dedicated to better water management. An 
overview of water related issues in MENA countries is followed by an analysis of water supply, water 
demand, and sanitation. Every topic will be discussed highlighting inefficiencies, which can lead to 
better management possibilities. Further information on EMWIS website  
  
51- Recent Papers on transboundary aquifers : "Shared Groundwater Resources: Global Significance 
for Social and Environmental Sustainability", and "A Global Programme to Assess, Evaluate & Develop 
Policy". Further information on EMWIS website 
 
52- "Where climate change meets national security: EU report adds urgency to old warnings": Last 
year, a group of retired American military officers warned that, left unchecked, climate change could 
lead to international instability. The problems could include refugees driven by drought, loss of food 
supplies, and rising sea levels: They might include violent conflicts. The warning was an early sign from 
senior military leaders that climate change could have a serious national-security dimension. In a 
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report recently presented at a summit of the 27-nation European Union in Brussels, two top EU 
officials added urgency. Further information on EMWIS website 
  
53- A new version of the SciDev.Net website has been launched, with a fresh appearance and improved 
navigation. Further information on EMWIS website. 
  
54- WWC (World Water Council) News Update n.33. Further information on EMWIS website
  
55- Water and Environment Journal vol. 22 no. 1 (March 2008). Further information on EMWIS 
website
  
56- Swedish Water House News Flash - February 2008 - Vol. 1, No. 1: The Swedish Water House 
supports international policy development and co-operation through knowledge generation and 
dissemination and partnership building primarily within the areas of sustainable river basin 
management and integrated water resources management. Further information on EMWIS website
  
57- Mainstreaming Gender Dimension into Integrated Water Resource Development and Management, 
Samira Al Zoughbi, February 2008: The Syrian government has recognized the necessity for enhancing 
investment in the social lives quality and integrating gender issues as fundamental indicators in the 
governmental projects and development programmes. The process of involving women in the economic, 
social and political life has definitely accelerated in the past 5 to 10 years. Further information on 
EMWIS website. 

================================================= 
CALL FOR TENDERS and PROPOSALS 
================================================= 
58- EU-FP7 Call for proposal - ERA-NET / ERA-NET PLUS Call 2008: Call identifier: FP7-ERANET-
2008-RTD, Indicative budget: 29,3 M?. This call for Coordination and Support Actions covers a.o. 
Environment topics (including Climate Change). Deadline for application: August 12, 2008. Further 
information on EMWIS website. 

59- eContentplus programme call for proposals for the year 2008 launched: The EC adopted the 
eContentplus 2008 Work Programme and call for proposals on 19 March 2008. The call with an overall 
budget of 42.5 M? is now officially open and will close on 12 June 2008, 17:00 hrs Luxembourg local 
time. The call covers various actions in three target areas: Geographic Information, Educational 
Content, and Digital Libraries. Further information on EMWIS website. 

60- In the framework of the programme supporting the Algerian water sector, training activities are 
necessary to enhance the capacity for action both of the Ministry of Water Resources and its 
institutions under supervision will be undertaken. This contract aims to organize and conduct training 
workshops on public management, and project management for the benefit of 150 executives in the 
water sector. This market includes both educational organization ( "face to face" teaching and 
documentation) and the logistical organisation (room rentals and equipment, transportation, lodging, 
restaurants.) training. Deadline for submission of applications: April 14, 2008 at 16:00 (Algerian 
hour). Further information on EMWIS website. 

61- The Syrian Ministry of Irrigation in Damascus announced an external invitation of offers to 
implement the project of conveying water from Euphrates in Deir el -Zaor site to Palmyra and the 
phosphate mines. The deadline for offers submissions is: 20 May 2008 (before 15.00 PM local time). 
Further information on EMWIS website. 
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62- Mitigating Flood Risk in Flooded Areas in the GAP region in Turkey: The global objective of this 
assignment is to increase the efficiency and the effectiveness of the 'Mitigating flood risk in flooded 
areas in the GAP region' project. Closing date: 19 December 2008. Further information on EMWIS 
website. 

63- Design and Build Construction of Infrastructure (96 hectares) and Waste Water Treatment Plant 
of Sanliurfa Organized Industrial Zone,Turkey:  Deadline for submission of tenders: Friday, 6 June 
2008 at 10:00 a.m. local time. Further information on EMWIS website. 

================================================= 
CALL FOR PAPERS 
================================================= 

64- EUROMED 2008 call for papers: Desalination Cooperation among Mediterranean Countries of 
Europe and the MENA Region (Dead Sea-Jordan; 9-13/11/2008):  In this conference, attention will be 
focused on the possibility of producing water by desalination for the region in a sustainable manner 
and at a cost that people can afford. Concern about the environmental impact of desalination has grown 
and an increasing number of studies is being made. Abstracts deadline: April 20, 2008. Further 
information on EMWIS website

65- Call for abstracts for the IV International Symposium on Transboundary Waters Management: 
The main topic of the IV International Symposium on Transboundary Water Management (TWM IV) 
that will be held in Thessaloniki (Greece) in 15-18/10/2008 is "Transboundary Surface Waters and 
Shared Aquifers". Extended abstracts up to 3 pages should be submitted by 30th May 2008. Further 
information on EMWIS website

66- Call for innovative ideas on groundwater in the MENA region: SIWI, Sida, BGR, BMZ and UNESCO 
are organising a seminar in the form of an innovation forum focusing on groundwater management in 
the MENA region. Prospective participants are invited to submit an abstract for a concept/paper to be 
presented, prepare an exhibition, and participate in an incubator of ideas. Participants selected to 
present a concept note/paper or an exhibition will be sponsored and invited to participate in the World 
Water Week in Stockholm 2008. The seminar will focus on both technical and governance issues. 
Deadline for submitting a maximum 600 words abstract or concept note: 20th April 2008. Further 
information on EMWIS website

67- First Announcement and Call for Papers for MELIA 2nd Workshop on Technological Perspectives 
for Rational Use of water resources in the Mediterranean region: The second workshop of MELIA 
project (Mediterranean Dialogue on Integrated Water Management, Contract FP6 517612) dedicated 
to technological perspectives for rational use of water resources in the Mediterranean region. 
Deadline for Submission of abstracts: 30 April 2008. Further information on EMWIS website

68- Call for papers for the 5th IWA Specialist Conference: Oxidation Technologies for Water & 
Wastewater Treatment:  This conference will be held in Berlin (Germany) in the period 30 March - 03 
April 2009. Abstract Deadline: May 31, 2008. Further information on EMWIS website

69- "Call for ideas: 25 operational projects for the Mediterranean!": The Platform for Mediterranean 
Economic Development (ANIMA) has launched, with the Diplomatie magazine, a call for ideas about '25 
operational projects for the Mediterranean'. This call is open to all Mediterranean or non-
Mediterranean people to imagine THEIR project FOR the Mediterranean basin. This call will be 
promoted by various web sites, medias or partners. Deadline: 30 April 2008. Further information on 
EMWIS website
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70- Call for papers for the 2nd General Assembly of the RISKBASE project: "Common System 
Understanding for Risk-Based Management of River Basins" in combination with the 2nd Thematic 
Workshop of the RISKBASE WP 1b: "Bridging Science, Water Management and Practical Experiences 
in European River Basins": In RISKBASE, leading European scientists and representatives of major 
European stakeholder groups will review and synthesise the outcome of EC RTD Framework Programme 
projects, and other major initiatives, related to integrated risk assessment-based management of the 
water/sediment/soil system at the river-basin scale.  The scientific programme will comprise poster 
presentations on 15th / 16th May 2008. The abstracts should be submitted before 18th April 2008. 
These conferences will be held in Budapest (Hungary) in 15-17 May 2008. Further information on 
EMWIS website

71- Call for papers for the Conference: "Water in Africa: Hydro-Pessimism or Hydro-Optimism?"  
Authors are invited to submit an abstract of 250 words by the 30th April 2008. Further information 
on EMWIS website

72- SRO5 - First Call for Extended Abstracts: The 5th Conference on Scientific Research Outlook & 
Technology Development in the Arab World (SRO5): "Path to Innovation: Transforming Research into 
Value": 27-31 October, 2008 - Fez - Morocco.  Discussions will focus both on core scientific topics in 
ICT, Energy & Water, Biotechnologies, and New Materials, as well as technicalities that can harness 
progress in those areas. Extended Abstract Submission: May 30, 2008. Further information on 
EMWIS website

73- Call for papers for the 10th DHI International Conference & 2nd European MIKE Software 
Conference, Dubrovnik 2008: "Water Across Europe". The deadline for submitting abstracts is: 1 
June 2008. Further information on EMWIS website  

74- The International Conference 'Xenobiotics in the Urban Water Cycle - XENOWAC 2009', that will 
be held in Paphos (Cyprus) in March 11-13, 2009, has published its first announcement. Deadline for 
abstracts submission: July 15, 2008. Further information on EMWIS website

75- Call for papers - Voice and water: E-pisteme, a postgraduate e-journal based in the Faculty of 
Humanities and Social Sciences at Newcastle University, is dedicated to publishing fresh and vibrant 
research of the highest quality from postgraduate students and postdoctoral scholars. Contributions 
on voices and water (e.g. social mouvements related to water issues, representativeness of water 
users, ...) are welcome. Deadline for submissions: 15th April 2008. Further information on EMWIS 
website
76- A new electronic scientific Journal has just been launched: "Water Alternatives: An 
interdisciplinary Journal on water, Politics and Development": WaA is an interdisciplinary journal 
addressing the full range of issues that water raises in contemporary societies. The inaugural issue will 
be released on the 1st of June 2008. Submissions are welcome: you may already send your 
manuscripts to the editors and register in order to receive tables of contents when a new issue is 
published. Further information on EMWIS website
  
77-The association OCADD devoted to the theme of water, has announced the 1st Call for papers for 
the next issue of its publication: "Revue des Arts de l'Oralité", No. 2 - Focus: Water, Environment and 
imaginary. Deadline for submission of articles: April 30, 2008. Further information on EMWIS 
website
  
78- Call for papers for the International Colloquium: "Earth and Water 2008": In 2004, the symposium 
"Earth and Water" reported on the issues of soil resources, water pollution and various interactions. 
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Earth & Water 2008, follow up treating these issues in the new context of exploration, exploitation 
and sustainable management. Deadline for submitting abstracts: May 30, 2008. Further information 
on EMWIS website

================================================= 
TRAINING 
================================================= 
79- The International Office for Water (National Training Centre for Water Professions) is 
organizing on April 22, 2008 in Paris " IOWater- One day" on the theme of "Energy sustainable 
management in water and sanitation services". Further information on EMWIS website

80- International Specialized Course: Operation & Control of activated sludge processes by 
microscopic analysis. This Course is the 19th in this series offered by Environmental Study Center 
«Luigi Bazzucchi». The Course is designed for operators and designers of municipal and industrial 
biological wastewater treatment plants and researchers and graduate students studying the activated 
sludge process. It will be held in Perugia (Italy) in 16-20 June 2008. Further information on EMWIS 
website. 

81- On 4 and 5 March 2008 The Centre on Housing Rights and Evictions (COHRE) in conjunction with 
Shatil and the Coalition of Organizations for the Right to Water held a two-day workshop The Right to 
Water and Sanitation in International Law: An International Advocacy Training in Yad Ha'Shmona 
(near Jerusalem). The workshop aimed to provide local NGOs and others working on water and 
sanitation issues in both Israel and the occupied Palestinian territories with legal training on the right 
to water and sanitation in order to increase advocacy capacity in this area. Further information on 
EMWIS website. 

82- On the 16 March 2008, the Centre on Housing Rights and Evictions (COHRE) and Palestinian 
Hydrology Group (PHG) held a workshop on the right to water and sanitation, in Ramallah. The 
workshop examined the legal basis for the right to water and sanitation and presentations were also 
held outlining at the current water and sanitation crisis in the occupied Palestinian territories. The 
training aimed to provide individuals and organizations with knowledge about the human right to water 
and sanitation, in the hope that they would go on to train others in this regard. Further information on 
EMWIS website. 

83- "The means of development of environmental information in the countries of the Arab Maghreb," 
was the theme of the training seminar held in Tunis, on the initiative of the Islamic Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO) and the Mohammed VI Foundation for the Protection of 
the Environment (Morocco) with the assistance of the Ministry of the Environment and Sustainable 
Development. The event, held from 11 to 13 March, aimed to strengthen cooperation between 
Maghreb countries in education and environmental awareness, exchanging expertise between the Arab 
Maghreb countries in the field of the environmental information and identify ways to promote it. Took 
part in this meeting nearly 20 participants from the Maghreb countries representing different media 
(print, audiovisual, electronics). urther information on EMWIS website. 

================================================= 
EVENTS (Full Agenda) - 2nd Annual Middle East Waste & Water Congress: "Moving forward with the 
advances in waste and water technologies for a more secured future and environment" - Conference & 
Exhibition, Dubai, UAE, 26-27/05/2008 
================================================= 
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[2008/04/29 - 2008/05/01] Mediterranean Workshop on new technologies of recycling non 
conventional water in protected cultivation: Opportunities and new challenges for arid and semi-arid 
areas,  Agadir, Morocco. 
Further information on EMWIS website
  
[2008/04/28 - 2008/04/30] Second MEDA Water Regional Event on Local Water Management, 
Marrakech, Morocco. 
Further information on EMWIS website
[2008/04/28 - 2008/04/29] First Conference on Water Policy and Associated Technological 
Challenges in Arid Dynamic Environments,  Kuwait, Kuwait 
Further information on EMWIS website  
   
[2008/04/22 - 2008/04/22] IOWater- One day: "Energy sustainable management in water and 
sanitation services", Paris, France. 
Further information on EMWIS website
[2008/04/21 - 2008/04/22] First Meeting of the Task Force on extreme weather events under the 
Protocol on Water and Health to the UNECE Water Convention,  Rome, Italy 
Further information on EMWIS website
[2008/04/18 - 2008/04/19] International Scientific Conference: "Global changes: Vulnerability, 
Mitigation & Adaptation" 
Further information on EMWIS website  
   
[2008/04/17 - 2008/04/17] Forum de Passages avec le Ministère des Affaires étrangères et 
européennes: "Inventer la Méditerranée", Paris, France 
Further information on EMWIS website
[2008/04/15 - 2008/04/16] Seventh International Symposium on Environment, Catalysis and Process 
Engineering: ECGP'7 
Further information on EMWIS website
[2008/04/15 - 2008/04/16] Workshop on Knowledge and Practices of Using Treated Sewage Sludge 
on Land, Cambridge, UK 
Further information on EMWIS website
[2008/04/14 - 2008/04/25] Knowledge Management for Decision Makers in the Water Sector, Delft, 
The Netherlands 
Further information on EMWIS website
[2008/04/13 - 2008/04/18] The European Geosciences Union General Assembly General Assembly: 
"Water science: source of conflict or cooperation?",  Vienna, Austria 
Further information on EMWIS website
[2008/04/11 - 2008/04/12] Informal Meeting of Environmental Ministers, Bled, Slovenia 
Further information on EMWIS website  
   
[2008/04/09 - 2008/04/30] Croisières éducatives en Région wallonne: 'L'Environnement au fil de 
l'Eau', Brussels, Belgium 
Further information on EMWIS website
[2008/04/08 - 2008/04/09] Waterwise's 3rd Annual Water Efficiency Conference, Oxford, UK 
Further information on EMWIS website
[2008/04/07 - 2008/04/25] Financial Management of Water Organisations, Delft, The Netherlands 
Further information on EMWIS website
[2008/04/07 - 2008/04/25] International Training of Trainers on Wetland Management, a course 
focusing on the facilitation of multi-stakeholder processes and curriculum development (ICWM-TOT), 
Moldova, Moldavia  
Further information on EMWIS website
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[2008/04/03 - 2008/04/04] Perspectives for European Water Management Law, Brussels, Belgium 
Further information on EMWIS website  
   
[2008/04/02 - 2008/04/03] Journées Scientifiques et Techniques sur le thème : « Innovation au 
service des économies d'eau dans les domaines de l'irrigation agricole et de l'arrosage des espaces 
verts », Aix en Provence, France 
Further information on EMWIS website
[2008/04/02 - 2008/04/03] Cooperation for Waste Issues - The 5th International Conference 
Conference on Solid waste, Sewage and Air emissions management,  Kharkiv, Ukraine. 
Further information on EMWIS website
[2008/04/02 - 2008/04/03] First Symposium on Wastewater Reclamation and Reuse for Water 
Demand Management in Palestine, Birzeit University, West Bank, Palestine 
Further information on EMWIS website
[2008/04/02 - 2008/04/02] The international conference: "Giving a stronger voice to civil society in 
the EU neighbourhood: Development of civil dialogue and partnership relations between civil society, 
national governments and EU institutions", Brdo, Slovenia 
Further information on EMWIS website  
   
[2008/04/01 - 2008/04/02] SHF congress, 30th Hydraulic Days: "Hydrological Measures and 
Uncertainties in Hydrometry and Water Quality", Paris, France. 
Further information on EMWIS website
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- This is a monthly Flash provided by the EMWIS Technical Unit (sent to: 16159 subscribers), to 
which you can get a free subscription, click here for an open subscription.  
- The EMWIS Flash gives you regular and quality information on the water sector in the Euro-
Mediterranean area. The main headlines are: Institutions, Documentation, Training, Research and 
Development, Data Administration. You will also find updates on: international events, relevant web 
sites, the Euro-Med Water programme of the European Commission, and much more ...  
- This Flash exists also in French and Arabic, you can view it and also the previous issues in our 
website. 
- This Flash is also yours, please give us your comments and information to improve it Contact the 
EMWIS Technical Unit. 
================================================= 
 
This publication has been produced with the assistance of the European Commission. The content can 
in no way be taken to reflect the views of the European Union. This disclaimer is not intended to 
contravene any requirements laid down in applicable national law nor to exclude liability for matters 
which may not be excluded under that law.  
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	37- EMPOWERS Publications on Local Water Governance: On the Occasion of the World Water Day, EMPOWERS Partnership has launched a set of five publications related to local water governance and its different aspects. The publications include guidelines, methods and tools for use in an innovative approach to planning and dialogue within and between local and intermediate level. Another is story book documenting the successes and challenges faced by the community people and the water service providers as they plan together for the better management and development of their villages' water resources, and a set of Principles and recommendations for policy and practice for improved local water governance. EMPOWERS (Euro-Med Participatory Water Resources Scenarios) is one of MEDA Water projects. Further information on EMWIS website   
	38- The last issue of Zer0-M Journal "Sustainable Water Management" is now available. This journal is an initiative of the MEDA-Water project "Sustainable Concepts towards a Zero Outflow Municipality (Zer0-M). The journal is mainly about the most interesting presentations of the last Zer0-M conference, but it also includes a vision statement by the Sustainable Sanitation Alliance. Further information on EMWIS website. 
	  
	40- The Mediterranean region is a showcase of biodiversity, says MEDSTAT II publication: Key data on the wealth and vulnerability of the Mediterranean's biodiversity and on the growth of protected areas designed to reduce the loss of habitat, a key cause of loss of biodiversity. This publication is part of the Eurostat collection "Statistics in focus", that are short topical publications presenting key data and limited analysis on a specific theme. It is available in English, French and Arabic. Further information on EMWIS website. 
	41- INSPIRE Draft Implementing Rule for Monitoring and Reporting published: The INSPIRE Draft Implementing Rules for Monitoring and Reporting is now available for public view. The INSPIRE Conference will take place in Maribor (Slovenia), 23-25 June 2008, and its focus will be on reviewing the progress of the INSPIRE Legislation and on the development of SDIs in general. Further information on EMWIS website. 
	75- Call for papers - Voice and water: E-pisteme, a postgraduate e-journal based in the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences at Newcastle University, is dedicated to publishing fresh and vibrant research of the highest quality from postgraduate students and postdoctoral scholars. Contributions on voices and water (e.g. social mouvements related to water issues, representativeness of water users, ...) are welcome. Deadline for submissions: 15th April 2008. Further information on EMWIS website 
	[2008/04/29 - 2008/05/01] Mediterranean Workshop on new technologies of recycling non conventional water in protected cultivation: Opportunities and new challenges for arid and semi-arid areas,  Agadir, Morocco. 
	[2008/04/28 - 2008/04/30] Second MEDA Water Regional Event on Local Water Management, Marrakech, Morocco. 
	[2008/04/28 - 2008/04/29] First Conference on Water Policy and Associated Technological Challenges in Arid Dynamic Environments,  Kuwait, Kuwait 
	[2008/04/21 - 2008/04/22] First Meeting of the Task Force on extreme weather events under the Protocol on Water and Health to the UNECE Water Convention,  Rome, Italy 
	[2008/04/18 - 2008/04/19] International Scientific Conference: "Global changes: Vulnerability, Mitigation & Adaptation" 
	[2008/04/15 - 2008/04/16] Seventh International Symposium on Environment, Catalysis and Process Engineering: ECGP'7 
	[2008/04/15 - 2008/04/16] Workshop on Knowledge and Practices of Using Treated Sewage Sludge on Land, Cambridge, UK 
	[2008/04/14 - 2008/04/25] Knowledge Management for Decision Makers in the Water Sector, Delft, The Netherlands 
	[2008/04/13 - 2008/04/18] The European Geosciences Union General Assembly General Assembly: "Water science: source of conflict or cooperation?",  Vienna, Austria 
	[2008/04/11 - 2008/04/12] Informal Meeting of Environmental Ministers, Bled, Slovenia 
	[2008/04/08 - 2008/04/09] Waterwise's 3rd Annual Water Efficiency Conference, Oxford, UK 
	[2008/04/07 - 2008/04/25] Financial Management of Water Organisations, Delft, The Netherlands 
	[2008/04/07 - 2008/04/25] International Training of Trainers on Wetland Management, a course focusing on the facilitation of multi-stakeholder processes and curriculum development (ICWM-TOT), Moldova, Moldavia  
	[2008/04/03 - 2008/04/04] Perspectives for European Water Management Law, Brussels, Belgium 
	[2008/04/02 - 2008/04/03] Cooperation for Waste Issues - The 5th International Conference Conference on Solid waste, Sewage and Air emissions management,  Kharkiv, Ukraine. 
	[2008/04/02 - 2008/04/03] First Symposium on Wastewater Reclamation and Reuse for Water Demand Management in Palestine, Birzeit University, West Bank, Palestine 
	[2008/04/02 - 2008/04/02] The international conference: "Giving a stronger voice to civil society in the EU neighbourhood: Development of civil dialogue and partnership relations between civil society, national governments and EU institutions", Brdo, Slovenia 

